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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 December 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 1-268 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 265-268 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 1-42,85-126,169-210 and 253-264 is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 43.127 and 211 is/are rejected. 

7) E3 Claim(s) 44-84.128-168 and 212-252 is/are objected to. 

8) d Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 19 December 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicants Application filed on December 19, 2001 has been reviewed. 

2. Claims 1-268 are presented for examination. 

Election/Restriction 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 
Group I: Claims 1-264, drawn to a method and apparatus for electronically 

extracting multidimensional application specific information from a library of source 

documents, classified in Class 707, subclass 3. 

Group II: Claims 265-268, drawn to a co-occurrence model detector for detecting 

the occurrence of dimension specific keyword, classified in Class 707, subclass 102. 

The inventions are distinct from each other because of the following reasons: 

a. These inventions have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by the 
different classification. 

b. The search required for one group is not required for the other group. In the 
instant case, the invention in Group I has required a search classified in Class 707, 
subclasses 3, and the invention in Group II has required a search classified in Class 707, 
subclass 102. These inventions have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by the 
different classification and the search required for one group is not required for the other 
group. For the reasons above restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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During a telephone conversation with Mr. Richard Ballard on August 17, 2004, a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-264. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in responding to 
this Office action. Claims 266-268 are withdrawn from further consideration by the 
Examiner, 37 C.F.R. § 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) if 
one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one 
claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be 
accompanied by a diligently- filed petition under 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) and by the fee 
required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h). 

Abstract 

Applicant is reminded that the abstract should be in narrative form and generally 
limited to a single paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It 
is important that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for 
the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. In this case, the abstract 
exceeds 150 words in length. Correction is required. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 43, 127, and 21 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being as being 
anticipated by Deerwester et al. (Hereinafter "Deerwester") US Patent No. 4,839,853. 

As to claim 43, Deerwester teaches the invention substantially as claimed, 
comprising: 

an event information extractor [inherent in the retrieval system, ab] adapted to 
extract occurrences of prospective representations of the time, location, and event identity 
from the member documents [see fig. 1 ; output matching results of three dimensional 
factors, table 6 of col. 10], and to extract occurrences of non-prospective event related 
information from the member documents [see tables 2-4 of col. 3-5]. 

As to claims 127 and 21 1, all limitations of these claims have been addressed in 
the analysis above, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 44, 45, 49, 128, 129, 133, 145, 157, 212, 213, and 217 are objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
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independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

As to claims 44, 128, and 212, the feature of an encoder adapted to encode the 
occurrences of prospective representations of times, location and event identity 
information and non-prospective event related information contained in member 
documents according to a time, location and event identity specific coded representation 
of each of the occurrences of the time, location and event identity information and a 
coded representation of non-prospective event related information, taken together with 
other limitations of claims 43, 127, or 21 1 was not disclosed by the prior art of record. 

As to claims 45, 129, and 213, the feature of a member document identifier adapted 
to determine whether a member document contains coded formatting, and if not, 
whether the member document is a dense document, and if not, for rejecting the 
document from further processing, taken together with other limitations of claims 43, 
127, or 21 1 was not disclosed by the prior art of record. 

As to claims 49, 133, and 217, the feature that a scheduled event means for 
verifying the extraction of scheduled event information from the member documents, 
taken together with other limitations of claims 43, 127, or 21 1 was not disclosed by the 
prior art of record. 

As to claim 145, the feature of a comparing means for comparing occurrences of 
time, location or event identity information from more than one member document and 
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increasing the confidence level of the accuracy of the scheduled event information, 
taken together with other limitations of claim 127 was not disclosed by the prior art of 
record. 

As to claim 157, the feature that the comparing means further comprises means for 
comparing occurrences of incomplete elements of respective dimensions of the 
scheduled event information, taken together with other limitations of claim 127 was not 
disclosed by the prior art of record. 

Claims 46-48, 50-84, 130-132, 134-144, 146-156, 158-168, 214-216, and 218-252 
being further limiting to claims 44, 45, 49, 128, 129, 133, 145, 157, 212, 213, and 217 
are also objected to. 

Claims 1-42, 85-126, 169-210, and 253-265 are allowed over the prior art of 

record. 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest individually or in combination 
extracting occurrences of prospective representations of dimensions of application 
specific multidimensional information from the member documents, and extracting 
occurrences of non-application specific multidimensional information from the member 
documents as set forth in independent claims 1, 85, 169, and 253-264. 

Dependent claims 2-42, 86-126, 170-210 being further limiting to the independent 
claims 1, 85, and 169 respectively are also allowed. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Pardo, whose telephone number is (703) 305-1091. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached at (703) 305-3830. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: (703) 872-9306 (Official Communication) 

and/or: 

(703) 746-5616 (Use this Fax#, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "Draft" communication. Examiner may request that a 
formal/amendment be faxed directly to then on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

5, Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 
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(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-5359, (for informal or draft communications, please 
label, "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



August 19, 2004 




